FOCUS Bible Study - November 02

VIEW RECORDING - 81 mins (No highlights)
Welcoming participants and opening prayer @ 0:00
Rick Stephenson welcomes the participants, noting that the meeting is being recorded. He shares that he has been sick but has seen a doctor and it is not COVID-19 or pneumonia. The group opens in prayer, asking God to speak to them through the lesson.
Introduction to the ministry of reconciliation @ 7:17
Rick introduces the topic of the ministry of reconciliation, based on 2 Corinthians 5:17-20. He explains that the lesson will be shorter than usual, focusing on just a few key scriptures. He encourages the group to take turns reading the passages.
Being a new creation in Christ @ 8:11
The group reads and discusses 2 Corinthians 5:17-20, focusing on what it means to be "in Christ" and a "new creation." Rick explains the Greek meaning of these terms, emphasizing the idea of being stripped down and rebuilt by God.
God's reconciliation of the world @ 9:28
Rick unpacks the concept of reconciliation, explaining that God reconciled the world to Himself through Christ, not holding people's sins against them. He discusses how this act of reconciliation has been entrusted to believers as the "ministry of reconciliation."
The importance of forgiveness and reconciliation @ 19:38
The group discusses the difference between forgiveness and reconciliation, and the importance of making efforts to reconcile with others, while also setting appropriate boundaries. Rick shares a personal example of needing to forgive his mother.
Scriptural insights on love and anger @ 20:29
The group reads and discusses Proverbs 10:12 and 1 Peter 4:8, exploring how love covers sins and the dangers of unrighteous anger. Rick emphasizes the need to approach reconciliation with wisdom and discernment.
The call to be reconciled @ 25:58
Rick leads the group through Ephesians 2, highlighting how God has reconciled both Jews and Gentiles to Himself, breaking down the dividing wall between them. He emphasizes that this reconciliation is meant to lead to unity and the indwelling of God's presence.
Closing prayer and next steps @ 1:16:55
Rick closes the meeting in prayer, lifting up the specific needs and prayer requests shared by the group. He encourages the participants to continue pursuing reconciliation in their relationships and lives.

